Suggested checklist of questions for evaluating research proposals

that will involve interviewing or working with elders and community members.

(Adapted from a document prepared by the Heiltsuk Cultural Education Centre, September 2004.)
1. Will it be useful?  


Will the research product or process be of any practical benefit or use to the community?

2. Could it be harmful in any way?


From the community’s perspective, is there potential for the project or any aspect of it to be harmful in any way to individuals or the community?  Is potential for harm acknowledged in the research proposal?  How is this potential addressed?

3. Does the proposal provide clear and acceptable guidelines for informed consent of participants? 

 
Are vocabulary and technical terms understandable to persons who are being asked to consent? Are there clear provisions for confidentiality and the ability to ask questions and withdraw at any time? 

4. Are the right questions being asked? 

 
Is the proposal asking the right questions from the community’s perspective? Are there any other questions that should be asked?

5. Is there an opportunity for capacity development in the design and conduct of research at the local level? 



Is an opportunity provided for community participation in any aspect of the project other than being interviewed? (For example, community advisory committee, training in research skills, etc.)

