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Participant Consent Form – Language Revitalization Project

for Elders and Language / Cultural Consultants or Informants

(adapted from a document prepared for the Language Revitalization In Vancouver Island Salish Communities project, 2004)

[Title of Research Project]

You are invited to participate in a research study which will record the ______________ language(s) in order to prepare materials for language revitalization. Materials may include traditional uses, place names, history, and stories that are important or significant to you and to the people represented by the [First Nation, Tribal Council, etc.]. You are being asked to help because of your traditional knowledge and your knowledge of the ______________ language. The researcher(s) on this project is / are [researcher’s name, institution, role (professor, graduate student, government researcher, etc.)].  If you have further questions about this project, you may contact the researcher(s) at  [researcher’s address, telephone number, and email address].

[For student researchers, include the following paragraph:]

As a [graduate or undergraduate] student, I am required to conduct research as part of the requirements for a degree in [degree name]. My research is being conducted under the supervision of [name of supervisor]. You may contact my supervisor at [telephone number, email address].
The full title of this research project is [Title of Research Project].  This research is being funded by [names of funding agencies]. 

This project focuses on the revitalization of the ______________ language(s).  Its main objectives are to undertake research on the ______________ language(s) and on language revitalization, and to assist in the development of resources, materials and programs for the revitalization of ______________. Research of this type is important because your language is so important to your culture. 

The information you share will play a vital role in preserving your First Nations culture, traditional values and beliefs while at the same time revitalizing the ______________  language(s). Your participation in this project is another way to contribute to the education of future generations in the rich cultural heritage of your Nation. 

With your permission, I / we would like to document my / our visits and research with you, either through written transcription, audio recordings, or video recordings, as well as to take other notes.  I / we will return to give you copies of any audio or video recordings. 
While I / we look forward to your completely voluntary help, if you choose to you can end your involvement with the project at any time.  You will receive an honorarium for your contribution of knowledge and your time involved at the rate of $_____ per hour, and if travel is required, ___ cents per kilometre. You will also receive a copy of the written transcript of your interview(s). Your name will be acknowledged in all subsequent work which makes use of your contribution of knowledge. 

There are no known or anticipated risks to you by participating in this research. However, it is possible that we may end up recording material that should not be made available to the public. If you feel that some of the material you have recorded is of this nature, please inform me / us and I / we will destroy any recordings. I / we will also consult with the Elders Advisory Committee if I / we have any doubts on this issue, and destroy any materials that the Committee feels should not be made public. 

With your permission, the information that you share will be recorded as mentioned above (written transcript, audio or video recording), and used for the research project as material for developing a wide variety of learning resource materials and eventually delivering educational programs. 

Uses of this data may include: 

(1) Providing descriptions of the language that can be used for language learning, such as in teaching grammars, dictionaries, or in the development of language lessons.

(2) Providing descriptions of the language that can be used for purely academic analytical articles. 

The transcripts and recordings made from the information you share will be stored per the researchers’ formal agreement(s) with your community, and archived for safekeeping. Any restrictions you place on the use of the material will be strictly adhered to. 

The results of this study will be shared with others in the following ways:  Information will be shared with the [First Nation, Tribal Council, etc.].  in teaching materials and other resource materials.  I / we will also share information from this study with other researchers at academic conferences and in articles. 

If you have any questions or concerns about this research project, please feel free to contact me / us at [researcher’s (and if applicable, supervisor’s) telephone number and email address].

A copy of the following consent form will be left with you, and a copy will be taken by the researcher(s).
I, 




, give permission for written transcripts and audio or video recordings to be made of the interviews with me which will take place on the dates listed below. I also donate to the [First Nation, Tribal Council, etc.] any documents created - audio or video recordings, and written transcripts - of interviews of myself, which will take place on the dates listed below. 

(
 I transfer full title and all literary rights to this material to the [First Nation, Tribal Council, etc.], and understand that the use of these materials will be as outlined above. 

(
 I wish to place the following restrictions on the transfer of title of these materials: (For example, review / correct before use; contact me or my designate for permission to use for purposes other than those outlined in the letter; do not release materials for uses other than those agreed to for __ years, etc.)

My signature below indicates that I understand the above conditions of the Consent to Participate in this research project, and that I have had the opportunity to have my questions answered by the researcher.

Signature of Consultant / Informant



Signature of Researcher

Date:







Date: 


 

Address: 






Interview #: 
Date: 
    Interviewer’s Initials

Street: 










     


City / Town:_____________ Province:____ 





     

Postal Code: 









     


Telephone: 









     

